
  

 

 

 

 
 
 “With heart, soul, mind & strength” 
 

Friday, 5 February 2016 NEWSLETTER Issue 1 

MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL 
 
 

WELCOME BACK TO LAKES GRAMMAR FOR 2016 
It has been great to see all the familiar faces around school as our students returned last week. There are many new faces also across 
the school, including around 22 students joining us in Year 7, a few others in the Senior School and 20 in the Junior School. I welcome 
all new families and trust that the students will settle in quickly as they make new friends. 
 

JUNIOR SCHOOL PLAYGROUND 
The new playground equipment in the Junior School looks fantastic and the children are loving using it. We are very grateful to our 
Parents and Friends Association who contributed $20,000 to that project while the school contributed the rest. The new softfall in the 
main courtyard also looks great – it’s very bright! The old Softfall was actually quite hard and slippery so we decided to replace it. Our 
groundsman, Aaron Walker, did a huge amount of work to get this job completed before the students returned and I thank him for going 
above and beyond. 
 

NEW SENIOR SCHOOL BUILDING 
This building is proceeding as expected except for some delays due to all the rain we’ve had. We still anticipate that the building will be 
ready to occupy around the start of Term 2. The location of the building has required the re-location of the ring road, hence the changed 
traffic movements in the Senior School. 
 

BLESSING OF THE BACKPACKS 
We look forward to joining Kindergarten parents and their children at the Lakes Anglican Church on 14 February at 9.30am for this 
annual service. This is a special occasion in which we and the local parish congregation pray for God’s blessing on our new K inder 
children. And besides that, the children are so cute! 
 

HIGHER SCHOOL CERTIFICATE RESULTS 
I congratulate our 2015 HSC students on their results. I am very pleased to report that Silas Collard, who was one of our School 
Captains, gained our school’s highest ATAR after achieving a very fine set of exam results, including Band 6 (90 or over) in two subjects. 
Silas received offers for several different courses at Macquarie University and has accepted the offer to undertake Psychology Honours/ 
Bachelor of Human Sciences. Grace Kessling achieved the second highest ATAR. In late June 2015 Grace received an unconditional 
early entry offer to do a double degree of Bachelor Laws and Bachelor of Psychology (Honours) at Macquarie University. This is under 
the Global Leadership Entry Program and this means she is also enrolled in the Macquarie University Global Leadership Program. 
 

NEW TIE FOR YEAR 11 AND 12 

Last year the Senior members of the SRC asked me if Year 11 and 12 students could have a different tie from the students in Years 7-
10. The students, Mr Samways and I met with Alinta to design a new tie. This is now available in the uniform shop at the same price 
as the other tie. My intention was to make it compulsory for Year 11 and optional for Year 12 this year. However, I neglected to inform 
parents! So, I encourage parents of students in Year 11 to buy the new tie. It looks very classy. From next year it will be compulsory 
for Year 11 to buy the new tie.  

 
 

CONGRATULATIONS TO… 
Noah Simon (4C) and Oliver Appo (6L) who competed in the National All Styles Martial Arts Tournament on the Gold Coast in early 
December. See Noah’s report inside. 
 

Corey Martin of Year 11 who, in early December, completed a gruelling three day shoot at the Sydney International Shooting Centre 
2015 Junior Nationals where he won quite a few gold medals for himself and in teams representing NSW. 
 

Piper (Year 10), Tanner (Year 9) and Peyton (Year 2) Hardesty. These students recently entered artworks into the “About Face: 
Gosford Junior Portrait Prize” at Gosford Regional Art Gallery. All three of them were among the finalists. Even better, Tanner won first 
prize in his age category, and Peyton won first prize in her age category! 
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Lachlan (Year 11) and Malachi (Year 7) Green who, in December, were each presented with a Local Sporting Champions Grant by 
their Federal member, Jill Hall. Lachlan, Malachi and Joshua Green (Year 12) are all very successful spearfishermen. 

Jessica Ellen and Maisie Young both in Year 11 will be competing in Dragon Boat racing at the Australian Titles and World Club 
Crew Titles in Adelaide next month. We wish them all the best with the competition and look forward to hearing more about this event. 

Michael Hannah (Principal) 
 
 

MESSAGE FROM 
THE DEPUTY PRINCIPAL 

 

I would like to welcome all our new families to the school and trust that students are settling well into our school community. At the start 
of the year there are always lots of notices and I would like to draw your attention to the following. 
 

COMMUNICATION 
If you have any concerns about your child, please feel free to contact us via email or through a telephone call to the office. If it is a 
curriculum matter the best point of contact is with your child's teacher, however, if it is a wider concern you should contact the subject 
Co-ordinator for follow up. The subject Co-ordinators in the Senior School are as follows: 
English  Mrs Michelle Smith 
History  Mrs Fiona Crawford 
Mathematics  Mrs Julie Pallot 
Science  Ms Jenny Charker 
HSIE  Ms Rachel MacKillop 
Creative and Performing Arts Mrs Anne Hobden 
PDHPE  Mr Stuart Campbell 
If you have a concern regarding the wellbeing of your child the best point of contact is the child's year advisor 
Year 7  Mrs Alison MacLarty 
Year 8  Ms Phoebe Roach 
Year 9  Ms Louisa Newton 
Year 10  Mr Stuart Campbell 
Year 11  Mr Jason Benn 
Year 12  Mrs Julie Worrad 
  
YEAR 12 PARENT/TEACHER INTERVIEWS 
The first Parent/Teacher interviews will be held for Year 12 parents on Monday, 22 February from 3:45pm. At the same time we will be 
holding an information session to provide information for parents about what to expect over the year for Yr 12 including university 
choices and entries. Please put this date in your diary. Further details will follow closer to the event.  

UNIFORM 
We take pride in our uniform and the Secondary School has been taking particular care to ensure that all students are wearing our 
uniform properly. 
If your child cannot be in the correct uniform, we ask that they bring a note from home, explaining the situation. However, on sports 
days, if a student is unable to wear the correct sports uniform, then we ask that they wear their dress uniform to school and to get 
changed later at school. 

STUDENTS WHO ARE LATE TO SCHOOL 
Rolls are marked each morning by teachers and are recorded directly onto our computer network.  If your child is late, they need to 
“sign in” at the front office where the roll is adjusted to reflect their attendance and then they will receive a late slip to admit them to 
class.   
Please encourage your child to follow this procedure as sometimes we needlessly chase absence notes when in fact they were late 
and had “slipped in” at recess or lunch! 
ABSENCE NOTES 
All schools are required to keep records of student attendance and notes are required (even for part of the day) to cover any absence. 
Absence notes can be handed in at either office. 

YR 10 INFORMATION NIGHT 
On 16 February we will be hosting a Year 10 information night after the ‘Meet the Teacher’ BBQ. The night will commence at 6.00pm 
and be held in the hall. The session aims to provide parents with a variety of information to assist families as they work through subject 
selection in future career choices over the next few years.  At the evening we will provide information about the Year 11 subject selection 
process and what to expect over the next three years. Career information and information about the Year 10 camp will also be included. 
The night will be of great benefit to families. Please try and keep the date clear in your diary. 

HSC DISABILITY PROVISIONS 
In the HSC, some provisions are available to students who suffer disadvantage due to a medical or some other disability. Disability 
provisions include a reader, a writer, rest breaks and the provision of food for diabetic students etc. If your child is completing an HSC 
subject this year and wants to avail themselves of these provisions, the applications need to be completed and sent to BOSTES by the 
end of this term.  
Please contact the school as a matter of urgency if you need more information, or if you are wanting to commence the application 
process. 

Ian Samways (Deputy Principal) 
 
 

HEAD OF JUNIOR SCHOOL 
 

Welcome to the 2016 school year in the Junior School and I do hope that all families enjoyed a relaxing Christmas and New Year 
holiday period together, celebrating the birth of Christ, enjoying family time, and that everyone is refreshed and ready for all that 2016 
has in store! It was such a pleasure last week to welcome the smiling faces that make our school such a happy place to come each 
day. It is a new and exciting year as the Junior School continues to strive to achieve excellence in education, care and friendship.  

We have a number of new families, including all of our new Kindergarten students, joining the Lakes Grammar family and a very warm 
welcome is extended to each. Our school is such a wonderful place with which to be associated and I am certain that you have already 
been made to feel very welcome.   

BUILDING LEARNING POWER  



We are continuing to work on our Building Learning Power program in classrooms. The diagram below shows the four areas of our 
‘Building Learning Power’ program (Reach Out, Look Within, Think Clearly and Believe in Ourselves) which link in with our school motto 
‘With Heart, Soul, Mind and Strength’.  
A number of learning actions which are associated with each area are listed around the outside of the circle.  

 

LAKES GRAMMAR HABITS 
The Junior School utilises the learning framework of Lakes Grammar Habits to effectively integrate our Building Learning Power, 
Positive Behaviour for Learning and Virtues programs.   Building Learning Power develops the capacity of students for learning, their curiosity, craftsmanship, creativity and collaboration.   The Virtues program develops children’s Christian values, moral harmony and moral integrity, including kindness, honesty, 

trustworthiness, service, empathy and moral courage.   Positive Behaviour for Learning develops our student self-regulation and self-awareness to demonstrate respect, responsibility and 
care for themselves and others.  

The Junior School collectively focuses on a Habit each week drawn from one of the three programs whilst concurrently working with 
students to develop a range of habits and capacities in the day to day life of the school.  
Over the beginning of the term, we will be focusing on the following concepts. These are also recorded in the Student Diary for each 
week:  

Week 1: Review/introduce Habits and key expectations  

Week 2: Respect fellow learners and teachers  

Week 3: Prepared and organized for learning  

Week 4: Generosity  
 
STARS OF THE WEEK 
Showing familiarity with our ‘Lakes Grammar Habits’  
Marlon Buckland, Abigail Whelan, Willow Rutherford, Jed Marchant, Ganesh Seekuri, Lincoln Riley, Taj Buckland, Charlie Hammett, 
Douglas Ruzicka, Tahlia Moore, Rihana Gosselin, Chloe Collins, Amity Southwell, Mikayla Daly, Ashley Pernecker, Dylan Inwood, 
Scarlett Kurki.  
Demonstrating our ‘Lakes Grammar Habit of Respect:   
Milla Harding, Claire Hennessy, Cohen Baldwin, Willow Edwards, Lexi Mulholland, Josef Aad, Ava-Marie Carlson, Ella Burgess, Tahlia 
Shorten, Jayden Rooke, Boyd Rumbel, Baden Walmsley, Finlay Stewart, Oliver Fallon, Jai Clark, Charlotte Dobson, Darcy Loxton.  
 
JUNIOR SCHOOL LEADERS 2016 

It has been a pleasure to have begun working with an enthusiastic and 
keen group of Junior School Leaders in 2016 and for them to officially 
take office following our Induction Assembly and Chapel on Thursday. 
We are looking forward to attending a Student Leadership Day later in 
the month to continue to grow together as leaders and to plan for a 
range of initiatives whereby the students are able to carry out their roles 
within the school this year.  

A huge thank you to the leadership group for the example they are 
setting to others in the classroom, the playground and in a range of co-
curricular activities. Their involvement at the Junior School Swimming 
Carnival and around the school has been very much appreciated 
already!   

Our 2016 Junior School Leaders are:  

Junior School Leaders: Georgia Wysman and Jackson Blackshaw  
Junior School Deputy Leaders: Ellen Champley and Oliver Appo   

Cranmer College:  Kiarna Elliott and Blair Evans   
Lightfoot College:  Kasey Young and Sebastian Araneta  
Ridley College:  Mia Locchi and Charles Olivieri   
Tyrrell College:  Ashley Pernecker and Oliver Walsh  
 



 
KAREN MCNAMARA MP, FEDERAL MEMBER FOR DOBELL - CHRISTMAS CARD COMPETITION  
Congratulations to Kiarna Elliott of Year 6 who submitted an entry into Karen McNamara, the Federal Member for Dobell’s Christmas 
Card Competition. Her entry came third in the competition and was used on a number of Mrs McNamara’s Christmas Cards. Karen 
McNamara MP was also able to visit our school recently to present Kiarna with a family movie pass to congratulate her on her 
achievement. Our thanks go to Karen McNamara for conducting the competition to give all of our children in local schools this 
opportunity.  
MACY WILLIS – YMCA SWIMATHON FUNDRAISER 
Each year for the last 4 years (since she was in Kindergarten), Macy Willis of Year 4 has participated in the YMCA Swimathon.  

This Community Charity Event is aiming to raise much needed funds to support more than 1,600 kids and adults with disabilities to 
enjoy the water and learn to swim safely. 

Last year in 2015, Macy swam 120 laps of Toukley Pool (or about 3 kilometres) in 1 hour with her raising double the funds that she had 
set out to and many more laps than her initial goal as well!  This helps to put Macy’s fundraising message for this year into perspective…  

I am doing the YMCA Swimathon on the 28th February 2016 to raise much needed funds to support the YMCA community assist those 
who want to learn to swim but need specialised equipment to do so. 
Please help me in this great cause and sponsor me today. 
I have chosen to do this because I love to swim and I don't want anyone who wants to swim to miss out. 
My goal is to swim 130 laps of Toukley pool in 1 hour and raise $300. 

$20 - can provide one swimming lesson for a child with a disability  

$60 - can purchase a neck flotation collar for a child with a disability  

$250 - can provide training and qualifications for swim instructors to teach learners with disabilities  

$500 - can purchase a float suit  
$2,000 - can purchase a water wheelchair. 
 
This is the link for donations/sponsorship: 
https://ymcaswimathon-toukley2016.everydayhero.com/au/macy 
 
MEET THE TEACHER EVENING 
We look forward to seeing many parents at the P&F Welcome BBQ and the Meet the Teacher Evening to follow on Tuesday, 16 
February commencing at 5.00pm. There will be two information sessions for each Year at 5.30pm and then at 6:00pm. These are an 
opportunity to hear about expectations for the year and routines for each class. They are not intended as interviews regarding individual 
students. 
Teachers from each Year will meet together with parents in one classroom per grade: 
Year 1 – 1B; Year 2 – 2E; Year 3 – 3L; Year 4 – 4S; Year 5 – 5D; Year 6 – 6A and 5/6 OC in their classroom. 
 
KINDERGARTEN AND YEAR 6 BUDDIES  
A warm welcome to all of our new Kindergarten students and their families. It has been great to see the top job that Year 6 have been 
doing with their Kindergarten buddies to help them to settle in to Lakes Grammar. Thanks to Year 6, Mr Johns, our Kindergarten 
teachers, our Teacher’s Aide Tracey and our counsellor Stacey for all of the work that they have done to help the students settle in.  
 

 
 
 

Will Wallace (Head of Junior School) 

NATIONAL ALL STYLES MARTIAL ARTS TOURNAMENT 
Report by Noah Simon 4C 

On 4th December 2015 I went up to the Gold Coast with my family for the NAS Martial Arts Tournament. Although the tournament 
started on Saturday the 5th, I needed to be registered on the Friday, so I could receive my wristband (that I had to wear 24x7) and a 
tournament t-shirt. 
I got up early on Saturday morning and headed to Carrara Stadium to compete in Forms – this is where you perform a Kata or a 
sequence of moves. I did my Heian Godan and felt very happy with how I went. Unfortunately I didn’t score high enough to get a place.  
Oliver Appo also competed in the Forms later that morning. He did a great job, but there was a lot of great competitors and he just 
missed out on a place. 
After all my team mates had competed I went back to our hotel and went in the pool. 
On Sunday I was scheduled to compete in Kumite (points sparring). Once again we headed to Carrara Stadium. In my first round I was 
up against a boy who trained in Tae Kwon Do. We started off even, but after a little bit of time I worked out how I could score against 
him and ended up winning 5-2.  
In the second round I was up against another Karate competitor. Unfortunately, I lost this round and was knocked out. This boy was 
very quick and had a great kick and ended up going on to win the whole thing.  

https://ymcaswimathon-toukley2016.everydayhero.com/au/macy


I stayed around to watch all of my team mates, one of which was Oliver. He did a great job against a tough opponent. 
We went back to the hotel for some fun in the pool and enjoyed the rest of our stay on the Gold Coast. It was a great experience. 

 
 

 

AFTERNOON MESSAGES are given to students immediately after lunch. Please be aware that the school reception area 

is a very busy time at the end of school and it is unreasonable to expect that a message can be taken out to students who 

have already departed their classrooms for the day to stand in bus lines or parent pickup. If you need to get a message 

to your child regarding alternative travel arrangements, please contact the school reception prior to 1.30pm. 

Students in parent pick-up lines who are not collected on time will be held in the office until your arrival. 

JUNIOR SCHOOL LIBRARY NEWS 
 
WELCOME BACK 
Welcome back to another wonderful and exciting year in the JS Library. We look forward to some excellent things happening this year. 
Stay tuned… 
THANK YOU 
A big thank you to Mrs Moore and Mr Lawson and their classes from last year who produced some wonderful CBCA bookweek 2015 
displays. Thank you for helping inspire us to read and making the JS Library a fantastic learning environment. The Junior School Library 
received a ultra-modern new carpet, desks and a paint job over the holidays too! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
OVERDUES / BORROWING 
Overdue notices (for last year) were handed to class teachers for distribution this week. Please return all overdues promptly. Thank 
you. 
Library Lessons and borrowing for Year 1 – Year 6 classes will begin next week (3). 
Borrowing for Kindergarten will begin in Week 4. 
All students (except Year 6) will need a library bag or equivalent in order to borrow. 
2015 PRC CERTIFICATES 



PRC Certificates for K-2 were handed out at this week’s assembly. 3-6 PRC Certificates will be handed out at Week 3 assembly. Once 
again, congratulations to all those who completed last year’s challenge. 
Notes for the 2016 PRC Challenge will be handed out during library lessons shortly. All students are encouraged to take up this 
wonderful opportunity to promote the love of reading. 
WHEELERS eBOOKS 
Has your child accessed our Wheelers eBook facility yet? If they are in Years 4-6 and have an iPad, Android or similar device, they can 
read our growing collection of eBooks either online or downloaded. They can also borrow an ipad from the JS Library at lunch. Please 
see library staff for more details or grab a brochure from the JS Library.   
 

LIBRARY BLOG 
Once again I will be utilising our JS Library BLOG to show what students have been learning about in the JS Library.  This BLOG will 
be updated when needed. Access the link below: 
http://danielsummers.edublogs.org/ 
COMING UP IN JS LIBRARY…. 
OPENING HOURS 
The JS Library opening hours are from 8:30am to 3.30pm Monday and Friday and 8.30am to 4.00pm Tuesday to Thursday. Students 
are also welcome to use the JS Library at lunchtime (2nd half) each Monday to Friday. 
PLEASE NOTE: any student using the library between 3-4pm must sign in and be picked up from the library and signed out by their 
parents. This time is for RESEARCH / HOMEWORK / STUDY use only. It is not a place for children to wait for parents to collect them 
in the afternoon. 
Mr D. Summers (JS Teacher Librarian)    

Mr D Summers (JS Teacher Librarian)   

 

PRIMARY CHESS CLUB 
 
Learn how to be a chess champion!  Coaching for students at Lakes Grammar is held on Tuesdays from 
8:00am – 8:40am.  Term 1 lessons will commence on 9th February, 2016. 
Chess is the world’s most loved board game. Learning and playing chess helps children develop their 
logical thinking and problem solving skills, improves their concentration and focus, while also being a great 
source of enjoyment!  Activities include group lessons on a demonstration chess board or interactive 
whiteboard, puzzle solving and fun practice games, with personal feedback from the coach. 
Students earn merit awards by making checkmates, solving puzzles, or by displaying skills and positive 
qualities, which all good chess players strive to develop. 

 
If your child is interested in taking part, please pick up an enrolment form from the school office, or you can email 
enrol@sydneyacademyofchess.com.au for a copy.  For all enquiries, please contact Sydney Academy of Chess on (02) 9745 1170. 

CHAPLAIN’S CHAT 
Matt’s Mutterings 
I don’t know about you, but our household is very different this year. We now have a senior school student soon to be a teenager and 
two primary aged girls. It’s a full time job keeping up with the changes.  Maybe you’ve noticed differences already too. Kindy parents 
for the first time, senior school parents for the first time or starting here at Lakes Grammar in 2016. The changes thrust upon us by our 
growing children can at times be quite stressful for everyone in the family. I don’t know about you but I need help! 
 

A friend of mine is an expert in dealing with the issues that surround living with teenagers.  I’ve been reading his blog posts at 
Understanding Teenagers recently and have downloaded his e-book.  Chris is a huge advocate of the power parents have to equip 
teenagers for the world in which we live.  Having worked with teenagers for more than 20 years now I am still learning and have valued 
the insights offered by the Understanding Teenagers Blog…follow the hyperlink above.  It certainly helps to be armed with wisdom 
when life gets a bit edgy. 
 

As chaplains, Pete and I are here for you as well as for all of our students and staff.  Both of us are parents and both of us have had 
varied life experiences that we can bring to the table.  We are here to lend a listening ear or connect you with some other people who 
can lighten your load.  Please be assured that we pray for you too.  It really is a joy for us to be able to serve the community of Lakes 
Grammar. May 2016 be year of spiritual growth for us all and may you experience God’s blessing in your life. 
 

Bless ya! 
Rev’d Matt Shorten (Chaplain) 

 

DIRECTOR OF TEACHING AND LEARNING  
REPORT 

 

Teaching students to think deeply will be a focus for all students this year in the Senior School. In order for students to develop a lasting 
understanding, it is important that students learn how to think critically, creatively and to solve problems, rather than just acquire and 
store knowledge. Sometimes thinking critically and creatively does not come naturally to everyone and when we tell students to think, 
unless they are guided, they won’t necessarily know what to do or consciously understand how to think critically and/or solve a problem. 
For this reason, teachers at Lakes Senior School will begin to help students activate their thinking muscles through making their thinking 
visible in the classroom with explicit instruction and thinking routines. This will be informed by the works of Guy Claxton, ‘Building 
Learning Power’ and Ron Ritchhart, ‘Making Thinking Visible’.  
Alongside teaching our students to think critically, creatively and to solve problems we will also be focusing on teaching and encouraging 
our students to persevere when things become challenging. Through actively building our students’ perseverance skills  we will be 
focusing on building their learning power to succeed when schoolwork or life becomes a challenge.   
 

GIFTED AND TALENTED OPPORTUNITIES 
It is exciting to announce that this year we have formed a Gifted and Talented Cross-Curricula Team in the Senior School. Our focus 
is to design and to implement a number of opportunities for our students across Years 7-12 to become involved in, which we will focus 
on extending and enriching our students’ minds. All students will be welcome to become involved. In the next newsletter a calendar of 
activities will be made available and an information booklet, which outlines each activity, will be formulated in the coming weeks and 
emailed out to parents once completed.  
 

STUDENTS WITH SPECIAL NEEDS 
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In the absence of Ms Stacey Hughes (Learning Support Teacher) if you who have enquiries about catering for your child with a 
diagnosed special learning need or just have concerns over your child’s learning needs, please feel free to to email me 
michelle.smith@lakes.nsw.edu.au  
If you are a parent of a student with a diagnosed disability you will be receiving a letter in the coming week from myself to outline the 
processes we are currently working through. 
 

YEAR 12 STUDY 
In the holidays I sent an email out to all Year 12 students and parents reminding them that the best way to start the new year was to 
have completed some study over the holidays. It is so encouraging to hear that so many of our Year 12 students were studying over 
the break and have come back very enthused and ready for a big year ahead. It now is only 9 weeks until their Half Yearly Exams 
begin. Although this may seem like a long time away it will quickly fly past when new workloads, homework and assessments start to 
roll in again. Therefore, it is important that parents are encouraging and supporting students to be doing at least a few hours of study a 
night to help them keep on top of the study required to do well in the upcoming exams. If you have any concerns re your child’s learning 
in Year 12, please feel free to contact me at school. 
 

LAKES LEARNERS 
This term I will be showcasing the learning goals of some of our Senior Students. These students will also be given a badge at assembly 
which they can proudly wear for two weeks and celebrate being an active ‘Lakes Learner’. It is important that Lakes’ students are proud 
of their learning achievements and goals and know that they are fully supported as they work towards achieving these goals. A big 
thank you to my Year 11 Advanced English students who came up with a catchy slogan for our badges and have enthusiastically put 
up their hands to be the first Year 11 students to be profiled. 
 
Year 12 Lakes Learners Goals 
“Achieve an ATAR of 90+” – Luke Helou 
“ I’m aiming towards an 82% or higher ATAR” – Cloe Churchill 
“ Smash an ATAR of 60+” – Brandy Allen 
“ I want to get higher marks in Maths and most of my subjects” – Lucy Barone  
 
Year 11 – Lakes Learners Goals 
“ My academic goal for this year is to study hard and to achieve above and beyond.”–  Lachlan Macdonald 
“My academic goal for Year 11 is to consistently apply myself and achieve the best I can” – Hannah Roth 
‘’My academic goal this year is to read more books.” – Austin Kozak 
“My academic goal for this year is to survive Advanced English” – Chase Yeadon 

Michelle Smith (Director of Teaching and Learning) 
 

STUDY TIME FOR ENGLISH AND HISTORY YEAR 11 and 12 STUDENTS 

The English and History Faculties will be offering a study session in the library from 3:30-5pm every Wednesday Week A. 

During this time English and History teachers will be available to offer help with writing skills and content revision. Please encourage 

your Year 11 or 12 child to attend these sessions. 

 
 

SENIOR SCHOOL LIBRARY NEWS 
Welcome back to school for 2016. A large number of books have already been returned from holiday reading, thank you for these. 
There are many students already borrowing books for personal interest, and several English teachers will be bringing their classes in 
for a book talk and borrowing over the next two weeks, with a regular fortnightly spot booked for ongoing book borrowing. 
Please return any outstanding overdue books out on loan from last year. 
Reminders will be printed and distributed over the next two weeks. 
Any books not returned from last year by the end of this term will be billed to school accounts. 

Anne Marie-Nicholls (Librarian) 
 

HISTORY NEWS 
 

We welcome all students back for an exciting year of learning in History for 2016. This year in History there will be a continuing focus 
on project based learning and students will be challenged to develop their skills in analysing historical sources.  
This year will once again see the return of our hugely successful ‘Night at the Museum’. Students across Years 7-10 will have the 
opportunity to exhibit their work and achievement in History at our very own museum in Term 3. The other big news for the History 
Faculty this year is that we are running the HSC History Extension course for our budding historians in Year 12. We wish the students 
undertaking the course every success and look forward to seeing their Major Projects later in the year.  
Finally, I would like to thank all students for the positive way in which they have begun the academic year in History. All year groups 
have by now had their introductory lessons and it is encouraging to see students embracing their learning. 

Fiona Crawford (History Co-ordinator) 
 

SCIENCE NEWS 
 

Welcome everyone to another exciting year. Walking around classrooms, talking to both students and teachers over the last week and 
a half has shown a high level of enthusiasm for learning science which is providing a very positive start to the year. During this term 
students will be working on concepts related to the following topics: Year 7 – Would You Drink This?, Year 8 – Healthy Living, Year 9 
– The Block and Year 10 – Evidence is Everything. Our Year 11 students are all well under way immersing themselves in their first 
modules of study for each Preliminary course and Year 12 have now commenced the second module of their HSC courses. 
Year 7 will be excited to hear they are going on their first field study very soon to look at local water quality in the Wyong Catchment 
area. They will be collecting samples from various sites and performing tests both in the field and back in the lab to analyse the quality 
of our local water systems. Notes should come home soon for this trip. 
During this term there is also a science enrichment activity commencing for those students in Years 7 – 10 with a really keen interest 
in the problem solving processes involved in Scientific discovery. The activity will run one lunchtime every week and during Term 1 it 
is hoped will provide plenty of Scientific Challenge for those involved.  
There will also be opportunities for those interested in caring for a variety of Flora and Fauna so stay tuned for those. 
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Congratulations to all our 2015 HSC students. All reports indicate quite a number were successful in securing the places in University 
they were hoping for to pursue their chosen science related careers. 
At this time all students should have a workbook covered in plastic and title pages completed, safety rules glued in, expectation sheets 
signed and all classwork complete. All workbooks will be collected during next week and checked. This year we have introduced 
homework books for students in Years 7 – 10.  We hope the use of these booklets will help reinforce and raise the scientific skill level 
of our students. Activities will be given to each student every week and will be collected and feedback given on a weekly basis. I 
encourage all parents to have a look through these booklets and remind their children of the need to complete the activities required of 
them each week. 
Please if you have any questions or concerns regarding your child’s experience in science contact their class teacher or myse lf via 
email. My email address is jenny.charker@lakes.nsw.edu.au 

Ms J Charker (Science Co-ordinator) 
 

 

PS. A number of students sat the University of Sydney Gifted and Talented Program entry paper last year and have been wondering 
whether they were successful in being selected to participate in the program. Unfortunately, I have not heard anything yet, however, 
as soon as I do I will inform those successful applicants. 

 

Duke of Edinburgh Parent/ Yr 9 Student Information Evening 
You are invited to come along and learn all about how Dukes operates at Lakes Grammar - An Anglican School. 

This evening is for both parents and students.  

Please ensure you read all the information sent home 4th Term 2015 in regards to the program prior to the evening.   

Date: Monday, 8 February, 2016 

Time:  5.30-6.30pm,  

Venue:  Senior School Library 

What to bring: Participants Award Plan (please attempt to fill this out prior to the evening, changes can be made throughout the year if 

required) 

 

Session Program 5.30-6.30pm 

Meet the school Award Leader (Mrs. M. King ) 

What is the program? 

Structure 

Assessor requirements 

Child protection 

Insurance 

Adventurous journeys 

Question time 

 

Session Program 6-6.60pm 

Online registration for students who definitely wish to participate. Students will need their BYOD for this segment of the session. 

 

 

Exciting news from the Maths Department! 

What : Maths tutoring/homework help 

Where : C4 

When : Wednesday and Thursday mornings 8 to 8.30 

Why : Because we love it!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 

 

PDHPE NEWS 
 

SWIM SCHOOL YEAR 8 
It is great news that aquatics has returned to the sports program in 2016.  The program has a secondary school focus and follows 
RLSSA guidelines. RLSSA has two suitable programs for secondary students which favour swimming endurance, strength skills and 
knowledge, in preference to the primary ‘learn to swim’ programs. The Swimming and Lifesaving Challenge has a benchmark that is 
based on the Australian Water Safety plan 2009-2011. This challenge includes a  
- Survival swim of 150m.  
- Survival sequence – fully clothed students complete entries, escapes, swimming, scullingb, exits and treading water challenges 

over the duration of 15 minutes.  
- Rescue sequence – students need to rescue someone in difficulty and tow them using an aid to safety. 

Each student has been graded into groups based on their current ability. Approx. 40% of participants could complete the above 
challenge with competence already. Our aim over the ten sessions is to get 100% of students to reach the above benchmark. This 
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week a few students struggled because they didn’t have ideal equipment. Please ensure your child brings swimmers, goggles and a 
swim cap each week. In addition, they will also require a long sleeve shirt, long pants and joggers to wear in the water for week 5, 7 
and 9. Some students will be placed in the Bronze Star or Bronze Medallion group. These groups will also be studying resuscitation as 
part of their award. The Bronze medallion is a very worthy award and is one of the three mandatory requirements for lifeguards in 
Australia. Please encourage your child to make the most of this opportunity and strive to do their best. Try and remember to ask them 
how they are progressing each week and maybe take them to an aquatic environment to further practise their skills. Each student will 
be given their award at the end of Term 2. 

Megan King (PDHPE Faculty) 

 

DUKE OF EDINBURGH PROGRAM 
 

Year 9 – DOE Parent information and online record book training next week. Refer to invitation in the newsletter for details. If your child 
wishes to participate please ensure she/he has enrolled and paid for this program by the end of week 4 (before school camp). Before 
this information evening try and learn as much as possible about the award online. 
Bronze/Silver/Gold students 2015 - All students who completed their award by December last year should have received their 
certificates to take home last Thursday. If not they need to see me ASAP. All eligible students were given enrolment details into the 
silver/gold program for 2016. If they wish to enrol please return payment, notes and reregister online ASAP as the practice expedition 
is scheduled for week 5 this term and I need to finalise numbers/costing for this expedition to proceed. 
If you have any questions please email me at megan.king@lakes.nsw.edu.au I looking forward to supporting our Dukes students 
through their amazing Dukes journey in 2016. 

Megan King 

 

SPORTS NEWS 
 

SENIOR SCHOOL SPORT: Mr Darren Beecroft sssport@lakes.nsw.edu.au  for all issues and questions concerning sport within the 
Senior School. 
 

WELCOME: I wish to extend a welcome to all new students and their families to Lakes Grammar. I also welcome back all continuing 
students and their families to another busy year of sport. This year Mr Beecroft will be co-ordinating sport in the Senior School. 
 

The following dates have been determined for Lakes Grammar major sporting events for 2016. 
Secondary Swimming – 15 February Wyong Pool 
Cross Country (K-12) – 16 March School  
Secondary Athletics – 25 May Warnervale 
 

WEEKLY SPORT: It was great to see such a smooth and enthusiastic start to the year with weekly sport. I remind all students that you 
must have the correct equipment to participate in your sport each week. I would like to remind parents and students that the correct 
uniform is to be worn each sport day. The correct uniform is the school sport shirt, school sport shorts, white school socks and joggers 
(preferably white). Street shoes or slip on shoes are not appropriate for sporting activities as they do not do up tightly enough to support 
the ankle and foot and do not support the heel. 
If your child is having issues with uniform please write a note or place a message in the child’s diary explaining the issue. 
 

FROM OUR TERM SPORT NOTES: In order to assist parents who may be finding additional costs a burden we have decided the 
following policy will apply to sport choices: If fees are in arrears for your child/children, your child must choose a free sport that is offered 
at school, unless you have an agreed payment arrangement with the school. Paid sports will not be visible to students who are in this 
situation on the night of online sport selections. Please speak to your child about this to avoid any disappointment. 
 

TRIALS: The following HRIS Trials are coming up.  Secondary Basketball open boys/girls  Secondary Tennis senior and junior  Secondary Hockey trials and gala day   Secondary Netball  Secondary Touch Football  Secondary Football 
If you would like to attend please see Mr Beecroft for the nomination details. 
 

SNOWSPORTS: Lakes Grammar has had a proud tradition in the sport of snowsports over many years and this year the interest has 
started already. If you have an interest in skiing or snowboarding maybe the activities of our snowsport club will interest you. 
When competing competitors are placed into divisions 
 Division 1  Year11/12 
 Division 2  Year 9/10 
 Division 3  Year 7/8 
 Division 4  Year 5/6 
 Division 5  Year 2 and under 
In the June-July holidays the Northern NSW Championships are held at either Perisher or Thredbo. These championships go for three 
days in many disciplines. The top 10 from all events are considered for selection in the Northern NSW team. These championships are 
a great start to any child wishing to compete as numbers are a little lower. 
In August the Northern NSW team competes at the State Championships. This of course is a step up in class with the Sydney region 
and Southern ACT regions coming together. The top 10 in each event are considered for selection in the NSW team. In September the 
NSW team competes at the Australian Championships held in either NSW or Victoria. 
If you are interested in competing in snowsports this year please contact Mr Beecroft or Mr Cantor at school. 
 

CONGRATULATIONS: At the end of last year Bethany Kranendonk competed in the Australian All Schools Athletics Championships 
in Melbourne. She placed 5th (19) in the U/16 girls Triple Jump and her 11.75m jump was a Personal Best. A gutsy effort as competition 
was very close. In addition, Beth also competed in the Long Jump event and placed 13 th (21). A very big congratulations to Bethany for 
these wonderful achievements! 

Darren Beecroft (Sports Co-ordinator) 
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Swim for the Disabled 
On 28 February Ben McKechnie of Year 9 will be taking part in a national YMCA Swim-a-thon to raise money to support people with 
disabilities who want to be able to enjoy the water. Ben is hoping to raise $500. If you would like to support Ben to reach his goal please 
donate through the following link: https://ymcaswimathon-toukley2016.everydayhero.com/au/ben 

 
 

JUNIOR SCHOOL SPORTS NEWS 
 

JUNIOR SCHOOL SPORT: Mr James Cantor jssport@lakes.nsw.edu.au  for all issues and questions concerning sport within the Junior 
School 
 

WELCOME BACK 
A big welcome back to all for 2016! It will be a big year in sport. Mr Cantor and I look forward to our fantastic, ongoing parent partnership 
with many sport opportunities being offered. 

LAKES GRAMMAR SWIMMING CARNIVAL – 3/2/16 
The annual Lakes Grammar Swimming Carnival was held at Mingara on Wednesday. Results will be available in the next Newsletter.  

CENTRAL COAST MARINERS VISIT – 11/2 and 12/2/16  
Once again Adam Kwasnik, ex-player from the Central Coast Mariners, will be conducting the Active Schools program during school 
with Years 1, 2 and 3 over two days. It is a fantastic opportunity to get kids active and promote fitness and fun in sport.   

SCHOOL SPORT – TERM 1 
School sport choices went live last Monday at 6pm. Mr Cantor is now finalising numbers for school sport choices to start next Tuesday 
9/2/16.  
Please note that all students should have a hat, drink bottle and joggers with their sports uniform on Tuesdays. 

HRIS / CIS TRIALS 
Throughout the year, there will be trials held for various HRIS / CIS sports outside school hours. For this, if your child plays at a 
representative level and would like to trial, please see me for more information. I will regularly announce upcoming trials at assemblies 
and in the newsletter. 
However, these trials are open to Years 5/6 only. 
 
COMING UP IN TERM 1:   HRIS Basketball trials – HVGS 10/2 (Years 5/6 representative players only)  HRIS Swimming Carnival – Maitland Pool 25/2  HRIS Boys Football trials – SPCC Cessnock – 10/3 and 15/3  HRIS Netball trials – Newcastle – 16/3  Lakes Grammar Cross-Country Carnival – 16/3  CIS Swimming Carnival - 22/3   CIS Boys Football Gala Day – 4/4 

Mr D Summers (K-6 Primary Sports Co-ordinator) 
 

EQUESTRIAN NEWS 
Welcome to an exciting new year. In 2016 we are looking forward to some great Interschool competitions. I will be notifying students 
through the newsletter when events are coming up. Please contact myself or Mrs Nicole Mellare in the Senior School if you are 
interested in competing for Lakes Grammar in Interschool Equestrian Events.  
We are looking forward to a great year. 

Ms Cynthia Jobe-Parker 
 
 

CANTEEN NEWS 
 

Welcome back to the new school year 
A new Canteen menu has come into effect for both the Junior and Senior canteens in 2016, please download the new menu from 
Parent Lounge. 
I am in need of a couple of new volunteers for 2016, so if you’re interested in volunteering Tuesday, or Friday fortnightly or monthly call 
in and see me anytime. 
All profits from the canteens do go back into the school. 

Leigh-An Kyle (Junior School Canteen Supervisor) 
 

We have had such a fantastic start to the year in the Senior Canteen. We are offering a large variety of healthy meals for the students 
to purchase daily.  
Our menu for both junior and senior canteens have been updated and commenced first day of school this year. The menu is available 
on the school website, Parent Lounge or you may receive a hard copy at either of the canteens; please discard any old menus to avoid 
any confusion. A great idea for busy families is the online ordering system (Flexischools), it is a fantastic way to be organized and not 
in need to find change for lunch orders. It is quick, efficient and you can order ahead of time. For new families or if you would like to 
start using Flexischools, this system can be found as a quick link through the school website. 
The Senior School canteen is thriving and one way to ensure the ongoing success of the canteen is through the assistance of our 
wonderful volunteers. We urgently need more parent helpers in the Senior School canteen. So if you are interested in being a part of 
your children’s school life, if you want to meet other parents and have a bit of fun, and have some free time,(whether it be 1hr,  half day 
of full day) please see myself, Dianne in the senior canteen to come aboard our team. Volunteering a full day you receive a yummy 
lunch of your choice and $5.00 to spend on each child you have in the Senior school. 
Just a reminder profits from the canteens do go back into the school. 
I look forward to continuing to deliver a wide variety of great food that our children will enjoy, and parents will be happy for them to be 
consuming. If you or your children have any requests for the canteen to sell please feel free to give your ideas. 

Di Hattam (Senior School Manager) 
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WE NEED YOUR HELP! 
 

 
 

The Senior Canteen is struggling this year with volunteers. We have had some of our regulars leave the school as their children have 
moved on and our little band of volunteers are not able to come every day – which means that our wonderful canteen manager never 
gets to see her children in daylight hours! 

If you or a relative / friend can spare half a day either weekly, fortnightly or monthly (we are not choosy) please, please, please 

consider volunteering in the canteen. Di would love to have your company. We are an equal opportunity employer so, Dads - the 
challenge is there for you as well. 
As you will be in contact with children you will have to go through the simple process of obtaining a Working with Children check. Please 
don’t let that put you off, it’s required by law for all volunteers in any child related setting. 
Please help Di Hattam to spend more time with her own kids! Please contact her on 43934167 or email 
dianne.hattam@lakes.nsw.edu.au  
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The Uniform Shop 

(02) 4392 9128 
 

lakesgrammar@alinta.com.au 
Uniform Shop opening hours during school terms 

are: 

Monday   8.00am – 10.00am -  

Wednesday   8.00am – 10.00am 

Thursday  2.30pm – 4.30pm 

Friday     8.00am – 9.30am 

 

The uniform shop can be contacted during these hours 

by phone or email: 

lakesgrammar@alinta.com.au . 

Payments can be made direct to Alinta Apparel on the 

day of purchase. Alinta will take payments in the form of 

cash, credit card, or debit credit card. 

Uniform price list & online shopping available at: 

www.alintaapparel.com.au 

 
 

 

Greetings from the 2nd Hand Uniform Shop! 

Happy Term 1! We hope your little people have settled in 

s oothly, are aki g frie ds a d lo i g s hool! If you’ e oti ed 
they’ e gro  and their uniforms are looking a bit snug, the 2nd 

Hand Uniform Shop will be open next on Thursday 18th February 

from 8am – 10am. You can find us by going into the Junior school 

through Reception, and we set up in the breezeway to the right. 

You can pay by cash, cheque or credit card (through the schools 

Flexischools system). PLEASE sign up beforehand if you know 

you’ll e payi g y ard! Please do not use the Flexischools system 

for pre-ordering uniform items. Remember that the items 

available at the 2nd hand uniform shop vary, depending on the 

donations we receive. Items in high demand (such as Kinder sizes) 

can come and go on the same day, and we may not always have 

what you need. 

For those dropping off pre-loved items, you can download 

the 2nd Hand Unifor  “ales for  fro  Li ks  i  Pare t Lou ge, 
a essi le fro  the s hool’s e site. Make the ost of the dire t 
deposit option and have the funds for your pre-loved items 

deposited directly into your bank account within a few days rather 

than waiting for a cheque to be sent out (which can take up to 2 

weeks). 

 

NOTE: Due to the large number of older style uniforms that 

remain unsold, we will no longer be accepting Noone brand 

summer tunics, Noone brand formal shorts, Mr Charles ladies size 

winter tunics, VIP louses a d lo g slee e girl’s louses ithout 
the school logo on the collar. 

   

Opening dates for Term 1 2016 are fortnightly on Thursdays from 

8am-10am: 

 

Thursday, 18 February 2016 

Thursday, 3 March 2016 

Thursday, 17 March 2016 

Thursday, 31 March 2016 

 

See you on a Thursday! 

 

mailto:lakesgrammar@alinta.com.au
http://www.alintaapparel.com.au/


VALENTINE DAY ROSE SALE  

The Senior School will be selling roses and lollipops (Friday the 12th) in celebration 

of Valentine's Day. A perfect opportunity to buy for someone special (AKA mum).  

If you would like to have roses sent to someone throughout the day including a 

special note, from you or anonymous, there will be a pre-sale Monday, Wednesday 

and Thursday at lunch time, outside the hall.  

$4 each or 6 for $20        Love heart lollipops 50 cents  
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Introducing our new MUSIC Tutors 

WOODWIND 

Luke Gallen  
Sax Teacher 

Completed a Bachelor of Music specialising in Jazz performance and composition from 

the Australian National University in 2002. For the last 15 years he has toured and lived 

all over the world performing with Ray Barbee, Bobby Shoe, Diesel, Ed Wilson amongst 

many others. In 2008 Luke received a  Graduate Diploma of Education at Avondale College. 

He is performing and playing the coast now with his band The Luke Gallen Trio / Quartet.  

 

Qualifications:  

Bachelor of Music specializing in Jazz performance and composition from the Australian 

National University 

 
BRASS  

Neilsen Gough 
Neilsen began playing the trumpet at the age of 8 and a few years later at 13 developed his 

singing voice. At 14 Neilsen was invited to perform as a solo artist in front of big bands and 

orchestras touring the Sydney club and jazz scene playing and singing with James Morrison, 

Tommy Tycho, Ricky May and many others. In 1989 Neilsen completed his diploma in Jazz 

Studies at the Sydney Conservatorium of Music and went on to form his own jazz quartet.  

 Playing in jazz venues and hotels across Sydney, Neilsen attracted the attention of Diana 

Ross’s promoter and was asked to open a hip new jazz club in Hong Kong where he performed 
for 3 months. On returning to Sydney Neilsen became a regular guest artist on several TV 

shows and was also in demand as a voice for commercials.  

In 1995 Neilsen released his first album ‘Cool Jazz’ to critical acclaim and continued touring and performing across 
Australia and Asia at festivals, jazz clubs and TV and radio spots. Neilsen has since released  3 more albums: ‘The 
Good Life’,  ‘A Beautiful Dream’ and his latest ‘Surrender’.  
Through these years Neilsen has completed several successful Australian tours with his band to sell out crowds 

and critical acclaim. Also Neilsen began performing with legenda ry jazz figure and member of Art Blakey and the 

Jazz Messengers band - Dale Barlow. Neilsen plans now to further his success throughout the burgeoning market 

of China and Japan and the festival scene in Europe where he has had several invitations to perfor m. 

Neilsen Gough is one of Australia's most celebrated and accomplished vocalist/trumpet players and has been 

performing nationally and internationally   for 30 years. He has released 3 albums to critical acclaim and now is 

set to release album No 4 - 'Surrender' in October 2013. This new album is a departure stylistically from previous 

albums of jazz standards and originals. It is a culmination of all Neilsen's influences combined to create a fresh 

and unique sound. Funky soul based grooves, contemporary string quartet arrangements woven throughout,  close 

harmony vocals and horn lines. Sophisticated adult contemporary soul/jazz.  
 

DRUMS/PERCUSSION  

Toby Hall  
Toby Hall is one of the most highly regarded Australian drummers, featuring on 

over 30 Australian CD's.  He works with many of Australia's finest jazz and 

contemporary musicians  live and in the studio,  including Don Burrows, James 

Morrison, Sandy Evans, James Greening, Bernie McGann, Dale Barlow, Paul 

Grabowsky, Mike Nock, Lloyd Swanton,  and Vince Jones.  Toby has also performed 

with international artists include Sheila Jordan, Ricky Ford,  Chuck Findley and 

Raymond MacDonald among others.  

Toby has given master classes and workshops at tertiary institutions and jazz 

festivals throughout Australia and has  toured all the major capital cities. He has 

performed at many of the best jazz festivals  (Montreal Jazz Festival, North Sea 

Jazz Festival,  Jakarta International Jazz Festival), and contemporary music venues 

(New York's famous Knitting Factory) throughout Europe,  Canada, Asia and the 

South Pacific.  

As an educator, Toby has taught both privately and for many of the leading 

academic institutions throughout Australia. These include the University of N.S.W, AIM, Sydney  Conservatorium 

Access Centre, the Victorian College of the Arts and SIMA’s Women’s  Workshops since its inception. His broad 

teaching experience has seen him involved  with students across all age groups from primary school children, high 

school / H.S.C level performers and tertiary level students. More broadly, Toby has been actively involved in 

children's music education for 20 years,  primarily through Musica Viva’s In Schools concerts, arguably Austr alia's 



leading live music education program for children. Toby has featured on several popular episodes  of Play School 

performing live music with members of the Umbrellas and Justine Clark.  

Since moving to the Central Coast Toby has become actively involve d in the local music scene recording and/or 

performing with Guy Stazz’s “Eastern Blues” jazz quartet, Brazilian  inspired group “Sussurro” and Jazz artists 
Luke Gallen, Rodric White, Marilane de Mello  and Jiri Kripac to name a few.   

Qualifications: 

MMus Perf (Masters of Music Performance) ADJS (Associate Diploma of Jazz Studies), Sydney Conservatorium 

of Music 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 


